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Ministry, and kept his office until he was made a peer under
the title of Lord Congleton in 1841. He did not long survive
his ennoblement* He lost his health, and hanged himself
at the age of sixty-six on June 8,1843, in his house at Cadogan
Place, Chelsea,
Lord Congleton was a very able and astute man, ready,
like his father, to defend Ireland whenever it was assailed*
He might, indeed, have enjoyed longer spells of higher office
had he been more accommodating in the matter of misusing
Catholics, but he persisted in protecting them whenever
he could, and for that cause was unpopular with his colleagues,
to whom the defence of unimportant and powerless people
was probably a sign of perversity and sheer silliness* He had
a high reputation as a political economist and writer on
finance* " Among the projects he advocated in the British
House of Commons were the abolition of all laws restricting
either labour or capital, including the abolition of the Corn
Laws, which made the food of the people dear; the removal
of all unequal taxes, and the substitution of a property tax;
the shortening of the term for which members of Parliament
are elected, so that constituencies could sooner deal with
those who misrepresent them; an extension of the franchise;
the introduction of the ballot for the protection of voters
from intimidation; and the abolition of flogging in the army
and navy, and of impressment in the latter/'1 In a treatise
entitled Financial Reform, he laid before his countrymen
the financial and fiscal policy which was later on to be carried
out by Sir Robert Peel and Mr* Gladstone* One of his
books, A History of the Penal Lam against the Irish Catholics
from 1689 to the Union, is considered to be the best on its
subject* An account of him,14 quoted by Mr* Barry O'Brien
1 The Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, M.P., by Thomas Sherlock, p* xi *
* This atid the other accounts of the Parndls are taken from The Life
of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R, Barry O'Brien, vol* iv PP* 1-350*
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